
LONDON BOROUGH OF WALTHAM FOREST

ALLOTMENT TENANCY AGREEMENT

AN AGREEMENT made the                  day of                        2019
BETWEEN The Mayor and Burgesses of the London Borough of Waltham Forest acting by the person named as their agent in the Schedule hereto (hereinafter called “the Council”) and the person named as the Tenant in the said Schedule (hereinafter called “The Tenant”) of the other part.

WHEREBY the Council agree to let and the Tenant agrees to take on a yearly tenancy from the date referred to in the said Schedule the allotment garden referred to in the said Schedule (“the Plot”) at a fixed annual rent payable yearly in advance (which may be revised from time to time in accordance with the provisions contained in the said tenancy agreement) and for the avoidance of doubt there will be no proportionment of rent 
AS WITNESS the hands of the parties hereto the day and year first before written.
THE SCHEDULE (Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS)

	Council’s Agent:
	_ ___________________________________________________________

	Tenant’s Details:
Surname:
	________________________________________________

	First name:
	__________________________  

	Full Address

	________________________________________________________________

	Tel No:

Email:
	__________________________    
______________________________​​​_________________

	Date of commencement:
	_________________

	ALLOTMENT SITE:
	Plot No._
Containing ___Rods

	
	Are you over 65 yrs
   Please tick box (

	Date of birth: (DD/MM/YYYY)
	_____________

	
	


            Signed by the said
)


In the presence of 
)
________________________







Council’s Agent


Signed by the said
)




In the presence of
)
________________________







Tenant

BY signing this Agreement, the Tenant confirms the following:
· I have read and agree to the terms and conditions set out within the tenancy agreement
· Any false information provided by me to the Council in this tenancy agreement will result in the immediate termination of this tenancy agreement

· I do not possess allotment plots on any other allotment site in the London Borough of Waltham Forest

ALLOTMENT TENANCY AGREEMENT

This tenancy is subject to the Allotment Rules made by the Council from time to time, and which may be subject to change at any time.  The Council will give at least 3 months’ notice of any change to the Allotment Rules.

1
THE TENANT’S OBLIGATIONS

The Tenant agrees to observe the following obligations: -

1.1 Rent

1.1.1
To pay the rent to the Council in advance and without any deduction, within 14 days of the receipt of an invoice from the Council. Invoices will be sent out on or after 1 April in each year.
1.1.2
On or prior to the date of this tenancy agreement to pay to the Council the deposit (as applicable at that time) which will be returned when the tenancy ends if the plot is left in a good condition and there is no rent outstanding. If the Plot is not left in good order the deposit will be retained and used towards the cost of clearing the Plot for the next tenant and such deposit will be deducted from any compensation due under paragraph 1.6.4.3 of this tenancy agreement. If there is outstanding rent then this shall be deducted from the deposit returned and if the outstanding rent exceeds the amount of the deposit then none of the deposit will be returned
1.2 Cultivation and maintenance of the plot(s)

1.2.1 To use the Plot only as an allotment garden wholly or mainly for the production of vegetables, fruit and flower crops for consumption or enjoyment by the Tenant or their family and for no other purpose whatsoever.

1.2.2 To keep the Plot free of hazards, e.g. broken glass, scrap metal, general refuse etc. Trade and/or business is prohibited.

1.2.3 To keep all gates to the allotment site locked.

1.2.4 To keep all plots occupied by the Tenant clean, well-manured and weed free using techniques which do not cause long term environmental damage.
1.2.5 To display the Plot number clearly.
1.2.6 To ensure the Plot  is kept safe and maintained in a good state of cultivation and fertility and in a productive condition and; 

1.2.6.1 at least 25% of the Plot should be cultivated  as such within 3 months; and

1.2.6.2 at least 75% of the Plot should be cultivated as such within 12 months of signing the tenancy agreement  excluding any areas assigned for structures e.g. sheds and greenhouses
1.2.7 To maintain and keep any permitted garden shed or greenhouse in good repair 
1.2.8 To maintain any sheds in a watertight condition with the base of the shed clear of soil or any other material
1.2.9 To keep the paths or roadways provided by the Council for use of occupiers, clear, free from obstruction and encroachment and at the widths of at least 600mm set by the Council.

1.2.10 Not to deposit refuse or decaying material on the Plot other than such amounts of manure or compost reasonably required for cultivation of the Plot.

1.2.11 Not to deposit any materials in or on any area of the allotment site of which the Plot forms part.

1.2.12 Not to use any material that could cause injury to other people as a fence adjoining any path or roadway on the allotment site. 

1.2.13 Not to put a fence around the Plot. 

1.2.14 To protect hedges, fences and gates that are on the allotment site.

1.2.15 Not to use any hose pipes.

1.2.16 Not to siphon or pump water from dip tanks. 

1.2.17 Not to light any bonfires or cause smoke or nuisance from bonfires.

1.2.18 To observe and perform any special condition which the Council considers necessary to preserve the Plot/plots from deterioration.
1.2.19 To ensure water butts are covered at all times.
1.3 Matters requiring the Council’s agreement or approval

1.3.1 To obtain the written consent of the Council before erecting adapting or altering any garden shed or greenhouse on the Plot 
1.3.2 To obtain the written consent of the Council before erecting any structure other than a pole, frame or cold frame on the Plot. Poles, frames and cold frames may not be erected within 450mm of any path or roadway on the allotment site.

1.3.3 To obtain written permission from the Council before planting trees on the plot other than dwarf fruiting trees and or fruiting bushes.
1.3.4 The tenant shall not without the written consent of the Council cut or prune any trees, apart from carrying out the recognised pruning practices of fruit trees.

1.3.5 To obtain written permission from the Council before taking, selling or removing any mineral, gravel, sand, earth or clay from the Plot or before excavating any wells. 

1.3.6 To obtain written permission from the Council, to keep any animals, bees or livestock on the Plot or any other part of the allotment site.
1.3.7 To obtain written permission from the Council in order to exchange plots 
1.4 Behaviour and conduct on the plot and allotment site

1.4.1 At all times to behave in a friendly manner to other tenants, their visitors and Council officers.

1.4.2 Not to cause, permit or suffer any nuisance, harassment or annoyance to any other plot holder or neighbouring resident of the allotment site. 

1.4.3 To maintain harmonious relations with fellow plot holders regardless of their race, gender, disability, age, sexual orientation or religion. Any nuisance, annoyance or harassment relating to race, gender, disability, age, sexual orientation, religion to any other tenant, will result in immediate termination of the tenancy by the Council whose decision shall be final.

1.4.4 Not to use the Plot for illegal purposes.

1.4.5 To observe all relevant legislation or codes of practice relating to the activities carried out at the Plot

1.4.6 Not to enter onto any other plot at any time without the express permission of the relevant plot holder.

1.4.7 Not to remove produce or any other item from any other plot without the express permission of the relevant plot holder. Breach of this condition will result in the immediate termination of the tenancy.

1.4.8 To ensure that all persons entering the Plot (including visitors and assistants) and the allotment site at the Tenant’s invitation observe all the conditions set out in this tenancy agreement.
1.4.8.1 The Council shall have the right to refuse entry to the Plot to any person, other than the Tenant or a member of his/her family, unless accompanied by the Tenant or a member of his/her family.

1.4.9 Any person who accompanies the Tenant to cultivate or harvest may not at any time enter onto another plot without the express permission of the relevant plot holder. 
1.5 Security 
1.5.1 The Tenant shall be issued with a key or code to access the allotment site either by car or on foot. 
1.5.1.1 The Tenant agrees not to create any replicas of the key or code.
1.5.1.2 The Tenant agrees not to  pass on any such key or code to anyone other than a person authorised by the Tenant to work on his Plot  under paragraph 1.6 of this tenancy agreement; 

1.5.2 The key or code is to be used by the Tenant only by an authorised person under paragraph 1.6 of this tenancy agreement.
1.6 General
The Tenant agrees:
1.6.1 Not to underlet, assign or part with possession of the Plot or any part of it PROVIDED that another person may assist in the cultivation of the Plot for periods of time when the Tenant is incapacitated by illness or is on holiday. 

1.6.2 To inform both the site representative and Allotment Officer of the other person`s name who is assisting with the cultivation of the Plot under 1.6.1 within 14 days of the start of the period. This person will be added as a “Co-worker” on the Allotment Tenancy and there is a maximum of 2 “Co-workers.” They will not have the same rights as the named Tenant.
1.6.3 To inform the Council of any change of address in writing within 1 month of the change taking place.

1.6.4 At determination of the Tenancy: 

1.6.4.1  to return the Plot to the Council in   a clean and tidy state as meets the conditions of this tenancy agreement; and

1.6.4.2 to remove any tools or implements brought onto the allotment site by the Tenant.
to return to the Council any keys or property made available to him/her during the Tenancy
1.6.4.3 To pay the Council compensation in order to make good any deterioration of the Plot caused by  the Tenant failing to maintain the Plot  in a  clean and good state of cultivation and fertility as per section 4 Allotments Act 1950. 
2 The Council’s rights

2.1 At any time, any Officer or Agent of the Council will be entitled to enter onto, and inspect, any plot/plots occupied by the Tenant or shed, or greenhouse on the allotment site.

3 Termination
This Tenancy may be terminated in any of the following ways: -

3.1 By the Council serving a Notice to Quit giving the Tenant 28 days’ notice in writing if the Tenant has: -

3.1.1 Failed to pay the rent for not less than 40 days;

3.1.2 Failed to maintain the Plot properly;

3.1.3 Abandoned the Plot;

3.1.4 Breached any term or condition of this tenancy agreement;

3.1.5 Become bankrupt or entered into an arrangement or agreement with their creditors.


The Council may re-enter the Plot and repossess it on the expiry of the period stated in the Notice to Quit. Notice under 3.1.4 may only be given if three months have elapsed since the beginning of the tenancy. 
3.2 By either party giving the other twelve months previous notice in writing expiring on, or before, the Sixth day of April or on or after the Twenty-ninth day of September in any year.

3.3 The Council may re-enter the Plot three months’ after giving the Tenant written notice that the plot is required for: -

3.3.1 any purpose, other than  agriculture, for which it has been acquired or appropriated  under any statutory provision or

3.3.2 for building mining or any other industrial purpose or for roads or sewers necessary in connection with any of those purposes.

3.4 This Tenancy will determine on the rent day after the death of the Tenant.
4 Rent Review

4.1 The Council will give the Tenant at least 1 months’ written notice of any rent increase.
5 Notice
5.1 Any notice served on the Tenant should be delivered at or sent to his/her last known home address.

5.2 A notice sent by first or second class post, registered post or recorded delivery is to be treated as having been served on the third working day after posting whether it is received or not.
5.3 A notice sent by email or fax is to be treated as served on the day on which it is sent or the next working day where the fax or email is sent after 1700 hours or on a non working day, whether it is received or not, unless it is returned to the sender as undelivererable.
� tenants must provide acceptable proof of residence, for example Council Tax bill, wage slip, benefits letter, 3 months of bank statements, driver’s license


� Those over 65 are entitled to a discount. If a Tenant reaches the age of 65 during a tenancy then they will only be entitled to the discount once they have notified the Council that they have reached the age of 65 and haveprovided documentary evidence of such; the discount will be applied to the next invoicing period and will not be backdated.
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